C mpass Rose
FEBRUARY 2020

22ND ANNUAL PENINSULA CLEANUP

Clear Creek Environmental Foundation’s Annual Clear Creek and Nassau Bay
Peninsula Cleanup will be held Saturday, February 8th. This cleanup is vital to
keeping our waters and the peninsula a clean and safe place for people and
wildlife. Each year, volunteers pick up tons of waste, including everything
from plastic bottles and paper, to washing machines, and abandoned boats.
Please volunteer with us on February 8th for our 22nd annual cleanup! No
need to sign up in advance, just show up at the Nassau Bay peninsula
entrance gate to clean the peninsula or at the League City boat ramp to clean
up Clear Creek.
Nassau Bay Peninsula – Meet at 8:30am at the peninsula gate. Trash bags
and bottled water will be provided, but please bring your own gloves and
wear appropriate clothing and shoes for possible wet and muddy conditions.
If later works better, you can join volunteers as your schedule allows, grab a
trash bag at the entrance, and strike out on your own.
Clear Creek – Gather at the boat ramp at Highway 270 (Egret Bay Blvd) on
the League City side at 8:00am. If you go to the Egret Bay ramp starting
point, it is important to tell officials on-site that you want to go to the Nassau
Bay peninsula as not all boats will work that area.
Cleanup usually lasts until 11:30am on the Peninsula and around noon from
the boat ramp, or until you get tired. If you can only work for an hour, we
would be very grateful. It is a great way to see our beautiful peninsula on a
closeup basis. We also welcome a few volunteers with an ATV, golf carts and/
or trucks to help transfer volunteers (no trash) back and forth. For those
volunteers, this is the only time citizens are allowed to drive on the
peninsula.
For more information contact Mayor Mark Denman, an active volunteer each
year, by phone at 713.202.6488 or e-mail at mark.denman@nassaubay.com.

50 YEARS OF NASSAU BAY

City Attorney Dick Gregg, Jr. graciously
provided the invocation for the January
13, 2020 City Council meeting. City
Attorney Gregg has been with Nassau
Bay since its inception, and helped
incorporate the City in 1970. This is an
excerpt of his moving invocation
reflecting the past history of Nassau Bay.
50 anos. Dia de Los Muertos is a
celebration in Mexico to honor one's
ancestors. In that spirit we call them
tonight. We stand among the souls in the
composted soil of those who came before
us... Pearson Ranch and Silver Dollar Jim
West (The West Ranch) and Friendswood
Development Company who blocked it all
up in order to attract NASA in the deeper
history of our sense of place. And these
preserved retablos of folks whose faces
line these very [Council Chamber] walls
are the ancestral elected Mayors who
were chronologically chosen to lead us
and are now frozen in amber at various
stages and stations along that journey. If
they were dioramas instead of portraits
we might see and recall all the symbols of
what marked their time, but what is not
marked vanishes on the tide. Obscurity
will not be denied.
...continued on Page 3

COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
February 2020
Joint City Council / Planning Commission..... Feb 3, 6pm
Economic Development Corporation.............. Feb 3, 7pm
Coffee with the City Manager........................... Feb 7, 9am
Annual Peninsula Cleanup............................ Feb 8, 8:30am
City Council Meeting ........................................ Feb 10, 7pm
Coffee with the City Manager......................... Feb 14, 9am
Last Day for Candidate Filing ......................... Feb 14, 5pm
Presidents' Day............................................................... Feb 17
City Administrative Offices Closed............................ Feb 17
Parks & Recreation Meeting ........................... Feb 19, 6pm
Coffee with the City Manager......................... Feb 21, 9am
Coffee with the City Manager......................... Feb 28, 9am

2020 ELECTION INFO – SATURDAY, MAY 2ND

The City of Nassau Bay will conduct a General Election on
May 2, 2020. The filing period for a place on the ballot is
January 15th through February 14th. Mayor, Council Position
2, 4 and 6 will be on the May ballot. These positions are
currently held by Mark Denman, Ashley Graves, Bryce Klug,
and Matt Prior, respectively. Additionally, voters will be asked
to cast their ballots on a number of propositions amending
the City's Charter.
Register to Vote by April 2nd
Voter registration cards are available at the Harris County
Clerk's Office. Don't forget to bring your picture ID to vote.
Voting by Mail Deadline is April 20th
The last day to apply for a ballot by mail is April 20th. Eligible
voters are able to submit an application for a single election
ballot as early as January 1st.
Early Voting Begins April 20th through April 28th
Early Voting will be conducted in the City Hall Council
Chamber (1800 Space Park Drive, Suite 200) from April 20th
to April 28th. Voters can stop by from 8:00am to 5:00pm
Monday, April 20th through Friday, April 24th. On Monday,
April 27th and Tuesday, April 28th, voters can cast their ballots
from 7:00am to 7:00pm.
Election Day is May 2nd
Voting will be conducted in the City Hall Council Chamber
from 7:00am to 7:00pm. Unofficial tabulation of results will
be publicized as soon as possible after 7:00pm on May 2nd.
File to Run for Office
Election packets for interested candidates are available online
at www.nassaubay.com/Election. The last day to file an
application for candidacy is Friday, February 14th at 5:00pm.
Drawing for the Order of Names on Ballot
The drawing for the order of names on the ballot is Monday,
February 24th at 10:00am in the City Hall Council Chamber.
Message from City Secretary Sandra Ham
As the Chief Elections Officer of the City of Nassau Bay, I
strongly encourage all citizens to exercise their right to vote.
If you are not registered, get registered. It is a painless process
and allows your voice to be heard. Contact the City Secretary’s
Office at 281.336.6281 or visit the City’s website for more info.

NASSAU BAY GARDEN CLUB

Garden Club Meeting: The Nassau Bay Garden Club's next
meeting will be on February 11th, with coffee at 9:30am,
Program at 10:00am, and a business meeting to follow at
11:00am. The meeting will be held at Nassau Bay City Hall.
The speaker will be Bob Mitchell, President of the Bay Area
Houston Economic Partnership, and he will present ways to
improve the community, prevent flooding, and will discuss
the Ike Dike and the Coastal Spine! After the meeting,
members will enjoy the annual Tasting Luncheon where
everyone brings a dish to share. All are welcome to the
meetings – come meet your neighbors and enjoy lunch too!
Remember, joining the Garden Club anytime from now
through May is only $15, allowing you to vote, receive minutes,
run for office, and more.
Crepe Myrtles: Do not flat top [scalp] the Crepe Myrtles! By
doing so one can change their original beauty and leave
them more susceptible to insect disease, frost burn, and
freezing. The Crepe Myrtle is the official state shrub of Texas.
Now is the time to prune them, but not to murder them just
because a neighbor or even some landscapers do it. Trim
only to remove any dead or dying branches, to thin out
twiggy growth and allow air to better circulate, and to remove
the weaker of two crossed branches. Blooms form on new
growth, but if trimmed incorrectly, the blooms grow on weak
new shoots that flop over and droop after the summer rains.
The trees that have those big knobs [angry fists] on them
have been trimmed incorrectly. To finish up, Crepe Myrtles
like a little compost and mulch around their trunks – form a
donut to keep in the water but also to keep out the mold.

FASHION TO A TEA: LUNCHEON & FUNDRAISER

Nassau Bay Garden Club will host its bi-annual Luncheon
and Style Show fundraiser on April 17, 2020 at the
Lakewood Yacht Club at 11:00am. The theme is “Fashion
to a Tea,” showcasing spring and summer fashions from
Tina’s on the Strand in Galveston (voted one of the best
boutiques in the area). Rhonda Davis and Royce Walker
are co-chairs for the event, which not only include lunch
and a runway style show, but also a silent auction and a
live auction.
This event is the single fundraiser for the club that
provides countless philanthropy projects for Nassau
Bay and surrounding communities:
• Scholarships for college students studying horticulture
• Design and maintenance of six gardens
• Sponsorship of the junior gardeners of Robinson
Elementary School
• Beautification Day participation
• Arbor Day tree-planting and celebration for the City
• Monthly speakers on conservation, preservation,
gardening, and general education
• Maintenance of Memorial Highway Blue Star Marker
• New City resident welcome plant distribution
• Provide input to the City’s Parks and Recreation
Committee
• Decorate Tranquility Arbor at Christmas... and more!
Tickets for the event are $60 each or a table of 10 for
$600. To buy your tickets and reserve your table, contact
Betty Armstrong at rwarmstrong43@verizon.net or
Royce Walker at rwalkeus@yahoo.com. If you have any
special items to donate to the live or silent auctions and
/ or drawing, contact Ann Davidson at d.ann@comcast.
net. The Nassau Bay Garden Club is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit
organization.
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BY THE NUMBERS
Statistics for December 2019

POLICE

Total Service Calls............................ 336
Total Reports Taken........................... 33
Total Patrol Miles.......................... 5,595
Crimes Against Persons...................... 9
Property Crimes................................... 12
Arrests.................................................... 5
PD Code Enforcement........................ 0
Avg Response Times (minutes)..... 3.34

FIRE DEPARTMENT

Total Calls............................................. 30
Fires......................................................... 4
Rescues................................................... 0
Motor Vehicle Accident...................... 3
Hazardous Conditions..........................3
Fire Alarm ............................................. 2
EMS Assist............................................. 5
Cancelled in Route/Other................. 10

EMS

Total Calls.............................................. 81
Total Patients in Nassau Bay............ 51

NEW MONTHLY BIRD SURVEY
A new monthly bird survey will be
held on the fourth Tuesday of every
month at the Nassau Bay Peninsula
Wildlife Park from 7:00am to 9:00am.
Davis Clay and Bev Morrison have
started a brand new monthly bird
survey at Nassau Bay Peninsula
Wildlife Park. Group members will
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each
month. The two-mile trail on the
peninsula is decomposed concrete
gravel, so boots are not required for
walking unless it’s rainy or you go
"off road." There has already been a
great variety of bird species seen and
this is a great addition to the Park &
Recreation Committee's monthly
surveys!
Please join the group for the February
meet-up on Tuesday, February 25th
at 7:00am at the first parking lot (on
left) after you enter David Braun Park
(18900 Upper Bay Rd).
This survey is reported to Audubon
Tern, and reported to e-bird.
The group is always looking for new
TERN participants. Please pass the
word along to others that might be
interested. Group survey activities
are a great way to get involved. New
and experienced birders are always
welcome!

50 YEARS OF NASSAU BAY
... CONTINUED
50 anos. The original incorporated City was the same as an old Water District.
And the boundaries and metes were selected for convenience since a petition
for annexation must contain a metes and bounds description and this simply
already existed in the form of district boundaries. And the first two early Mayors
– Gene Smith and Bob Merrifield – were elected members of the old Water
Board.
50 anos. We recall "Doc Rail" (J.R. HUMASON) who was the water ski show
promoter at the end of Martinique at Upper Bay in the beginning.
50 anos. We recall Thermal Systems (later Panda Studios) where hot and
chilled water furnished heat and cooling to commercial buildings. We recall
Phonoscope the local TV in 1965 and the Nassau Bay Telephone Company
where all calls beyond the City were long distance charges called Extended
Metro Service.
50 anos. We look at the new verizon at Upper Bay and begin to see the ghosts
of what came before on that site: The Arts Alliance Center of Clear Lake to
Nassau Bay National Bank. Not to mention the gaudy space needle that John
Kennedy single handedly dismantled and banished from sight. We see from
this building a split screen that conjures ghostly memories of our migrating
City Hall: From here we look back down the years to what was the tilt up
building on Saturn Lane at NASA 1. From there we look back to the office
building at Upper Bay at Space Park (next to the Post Office). And from there
to the first office – upstairs at the Old Shopping Center on Upper Bay over what
was then the Weingarten's Grocery Store and Graham's Men's Wear (using half
of the Savings and Loan building as a meeting room).
50 anos. We recall the original City was two existing subdivisions: Swan
Lagoon and Nassau Bay. There was no Bal Harbor and no connector street
except NASA 1. Later "The Road to Swan Lagoon," an extension of Space Park
Drive, was acquired in a swap of properties for that roadway, Lake Nassau, and
the adjoining park (and other parcels). There were Astronauts and splash down
parties at Nassau Bay Motor Inn (financed by the Teamsters Union Pension
Fund) with NBC and ABC booths on top. We recall the fortuitous acquisition of
the Peninsula as a result of a failed Savings and Loan (Universal Savings and
Loan) during the Savings and Loan scandal.
50 anos. We recall Annexations to expand the original city to Bal Harbor and
out over the water. We recall that Windemere (the clubhouse at Bal Harbor)
was the home of Jean McKinley.
When splash down parties were all the rage in and after 1970, everyone,
including me, was just a kid. I was 30. Now I am 80. We were a City formed on
ranchland along two lanes of SH 528 that morphed to what Governor Preston
Smith anointed as the Blue Star Highway and now is the Nasa Parkway. No
one's mother or grandmother was here to supervise behavior in the beginning.
What happened in Nassau Bay stayed in Nassau Bay. Now we have the third and
fourth generations of those pioneers. We formed our own establishment. So
how we see and tell the story of Nassau Bay depends on when we came here,
whom we knew, what we did.
And finally, 50 anos. Early realtors like Mary Nugent and John Karl are now
survived by their children John Nugent and Sherry Matter. Mike and Mark Hesse
are the sons of Dr. Clyde Hesse, who was an early leader, an original incorporator
and a Councilmember. Hank Hughes is the son of early pioneers. There are
many others. Scott Krist. Jonathan Cottrell. Mike Barrett. My two sons. We are
all a part of our journey. We are all proud. And we leave the tangle in your hands
until it is time to pass the baton. We shall all just say we are coming home.
		AMEN —
		
Dick Gregg, Jr.
		
January 13, 2020
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ST. THOMAS 2020 GALA & AUCTION

The 2020 St. Thomas the Apostle Episcopal School Gala
and Auction will be held on Saturday, February 22 at
Lakewood Yacht Club in Seabrook, TX. This event is the
school’s primary fundraiser and every dollar raised
supports the education and well-being of their students.
The theme this year is "Broadway Bound" and this will be
reflected in the decorations and the music.
Here are some ways to participate:
• Sponsor the event at an underwriting level.
• Contribute an item or gift certificate for the live or silent
auction.
• Save the date and plan to attend this event. Tickets may
be purchased on the website at http://stesnb.org or at
the reception desk.
One special auction item will be a private wine tasting
party where you can be the host with the most – offering
your choice of wine and spirits for tasting and food
pairing to share with up to 40 guests. This item is
sponsored by Spec’s Fine Wines and Food. What an
opportunity to become a STAR to your friends! For more
information, please call 281-333-1340.

NOW REGISTERING FOR 2020-2021
St Paul Catholic Church’s Early Childhood Program
is registering for the 2020-2021 school year. If you
have a little one between the ages of 12 months
and Pre-K4, St. Paul would love to have them join
them for social and emotional growth and many
other exciting learning opportunities. Class
schedule options are 9:30am to 1:30pm, 5 days a
week, with three-day and two-day options. An
8:00am to 3:00pm extended day option is also
available. A variety of STEM, early literacy, and
gross motor enrichment classes are available to
extend your little learner’s day. Pre-K3 and Pre-K4
also have the option of an introduction to Spanish
class. To get more information, please visit 18223
Point Lookout Drive or call 281-333-0176.
Information can also be found online at
stpaulcatholic.org. At this time, St. Paul will also
begin registration for their summer enrichment
classes. Summer fun will begin the 2nd week of
June and end July 16th. Classes are Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 9:30am to 1:30pm.

CITY OFFICIALS

Mayor Mark A. Denman
281.333.9633 | mayor@nassaubay.com
Mayor Pro Tem Don Matter, Position 1
832.260.4626 | don.matter@nassaubay.com
Councilmember Ashley Graves, Position 2
281.330.5413 | ashley.graves@nassaubay.com
Councilmember John Mahon, Position 3
713.702.1185 | john.mahon@nassaubay.com
Councilmember Bryce Klug, Position 4
832.474.5461 | bryce.klug@nassaubay.com
Councilmember Bob Warters, Position 5
281.333.4750 | bob.warters@nassaubay.com
Councilmember Matt Prior, Position 6
214.325.0520 | matt.prior@nassaubay.com

NASSAU BAY ANIMAL SHELTER
MELLOW

Mellow is very "mellow,"
and gets along very
well with other cats. He
is a little skittish at first
– it is one of the reasons
he is still at the shelter.
His twin brother was
the same way, but after
he found his fur-ever
home, he has done
remarkable. We hope
the same for Mellow!
Help find loving forever homes for Mellow and all of the
dogs and cats at the shelter. Please call the Nassau Bay
Animal Shelter at 281.333.2944 and schedule a time to
meet one of our dogs or cats ready for adoption.

www.nassaubay.com/animalshelter
Hours: Mon-Thurs 7:30am-5:30pm
Fri 7:30am-11:30am

Find us on Facebook @NassauBayAnimalPound

COUNCIL MEETING RECAP

JANUARY 13, 2019- REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Presented a Certificate of Appreciation Presented a Check for $4,000 to the
to the Park Place Commandery #106 for Clear Creek Environmental Foundation
leading the American & Texas Pledges.
for the Annual Peninsula Cleanup.

Approved a resolution authorizing the Mayor to enter into a
joint agreement with CCISD to share the City’s polling place
on May 2, 2020.
Heard a presentation on debt funding scenarios for the City’s
participation in the TMRS system.
Discussed the possible addition of City ordinance for the
enforcement of dilapidated boats/vessels in the City.
Authorized the City Manager to sign a lease renewal
agreement with Barrios Technology LTD.
Took action on appointments to the Comprehensive Plan
Advisory Committee.
Approved the first of two readings of an ordinance calling the
May 2, 2020 City General Election for the purpose of electing
a Mayor and three Councilmembers, Positions 2, 4 & 6 and for
the purpose of presenting propositions to the voters
pertaining to various amendments to the City Charter (as
noted in full in the ordinance); said election to be held jointly
with Clear Creek ISD.
Join us for next month's Council Meeting:
Monday, February 10, 2020 @ 7:00pm, City Hall Council Chamber
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